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 WE GATHER IN GOD’S NAME  
 

PRELUDE “Come, Now is the Time to Worship” (video) 
 

OPENING SONG Ingrid Sampson 

 (soloist) 

Hymn of Promise 

 

In the bulb there is a flower 

In the seed an apple tree 

In cocoons a hidden promise 

Butterflies will soon be free 

In the cold and snow of winter 

There's a spring that waits to be 

Unrevealed until its season 

Something God alone can see 
 

There's a song in every silence 

Seeking word and melody 

There's a dawn in every darkness 

Bringing hope to you and me 

From the past will come the future 

What it holds, a mystery 

Unrevealed until its season 

Something God alone can see 
 

In the end is our beginning 

In our time, infinity 

In our doubt, there is believing 

In our life, eternity 

In our death a resurrection 

At the last, a victory 

Unrevealed until its season 

Something God alone can see 
 

WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

CALL TO WORSHIP   
 

Come all who are heavy-laden. God scatters the seeds of reconciliation and love, and 

waits…. 

So much of it lands on flat pathways or rocky roads and won’t take root…. 



God scatters the seeds of healing and hope, and waits…. 

Shallowness and fear claim the seeds and they cannot live. 

God scatters the seeds of redemption and peace, and waits…. 

These are the places of deep growth where the seed will cast down strong roots. 

Welcome this day to a seed-scattering station! 

May our hearts be the rich soil in the garden of our life in which God’s love takes 

root. AMEN. 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
 

O God, 

we gather together in Your presence with expectation, eager for an encounter with 

You, and Your abundant grace. 
 

Open our eyes and ears to the presence of Your Holy Spirit. May the seeds of Your 

Word scattered among us this morning fall upon our lives as in a garden. May the 

seeds of truth take root in our hearts and grow, to produce an abundance of life-

giving words and actions in us that serve the world. 
 

We pray this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
 

Our God is full of mercy and grace, slow to anger, and rich in love. When we fall, He is 

there to help us up again. When we find ourselves burdened by past events and 

circumstances, He comes alongside to support and encourage us. 
 

God is always close at hand, ready to listen when we call out to Him. He hears our prayers, 

and answers them. 
 

So be at peace. God has heard your prayer.  AMEN.  
 

READING Matthew 13:1 – 9, 18 – 23 (MSG) 
 

TIME WITH CHILDREN “One Seed” Rev. Mary Ka Kanahan 

  (video) 
 

MESSAGE “(YOUR) LIFE AS A GARDEN” Rev. Mary Ka Kanahan 
 

CALL TO GENEROSITY 
 

As we offer our gifts and lives in this moment, may we become imitators of you, Gracious 

God, who holds nothing back from us, but is generous and gracious with all that is yours.  

In Jesus' name, we pray.  Amen. 
 

OFFERTORY SONG “Total Praise”   
 

CLOSING SONG “Marching to Zion” (video) 
 

BENEDICTION/BLESSING 
 

God’s grace has placed the seed of love and forgiveness in your heart. Go into God’s world 

with joy, telling of the truth of God’s abundant, lavish love for all. Go and live as a witness 

to all the miraculous possibilities for hope, peace and justice. AMEN. 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Readings are NRSV unless otherwise noted. CEB=Common English Bible; CEV=Contemporary English Version; 

KJV=King James Version; MSG=The Message; NLT=New Living Translation; TIB=The Inclusive Bible 

 
 

Matthew 13:1 – 9, 18 – 23 (The Message) 

A Harvest Story 

13 1-3 At about that same time Jesus left the house and sat on the beach. In no 

time at all a crowd gathered along the shoreline, forcing him to get into a boat. 

Using the boat as a pulpit, he addressed his congregation, telling stories. 

3-8 “What do you make of this? A farmer planted seed. As he scattered the seed, 

some of it fell on the road, and birds ate it. Some fell in the gravel; it sprouted 

quickly but didn’t put down roots, so when the sun came up it withered just as 

quickly. Some fell in the weeds; as it came up, it was strangled by the weeds. 

Some fell on good earth, and produced a harvest beyond his wildest dreams. 

9 “Are you listening to this? Really listening?” 

 

18-19 “Study this story of the farmer planting seed. When anyone hears news of 

the kingdom and doesn’t take it in, it just remains on the surface, and so the 

Evil One comes along and plucks it right out of that person’s heart. This is 

the seed the farmer scatters on the road. 

20-21 “The seed cast in the gravel—this is the person who hears and instantly 

responds with enthusiasm. But there is no soil of character, and so when the 

emotions wear off and some difficulty arrives, there is nothing to show for it. 

22 “The seed cast in the weeds is the person who hears the kingdom news, 

but weeds of worry and illusions about getting more and wanting everything 

under the sun strangle what was heard, and nothing comes of it. 

23 “The seed cast on good earth is the person who hears and takes in the 

News, and then produces a harvest beyond his wildest dreams.” 

 
The Message (MSG) 
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