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 WE GATHER IN GOD’S NAME  
 

WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE Let There Be Peace on Earth  Patricia Hammer 
  (pre-recorded) 
 

OPENING SONG Open My Eyes, That I May See 
 (Fountainview Academy; video) 
 

Open my eyes that I may see 

Glimpses of truth thou hast for me; 

Place in my hands the wonderful key 

That shall unclasp and set me free. 

 

Silently now I wait for Thee, 

Ready, my God, Thy will to see; 

Open my eyes, illumine me, 

Spirit divine! 

 

Open my ears, that I may hear 

Voices of truth Thou sendest clear; 

And while the wave-notes fall on my ear, 

Everything false will disappear. 

 

Silently now I wait for Thee, 

Ready, my God, Thy will to see; 

Open my ears, illumine me, 

Spirit divine! 

 

Open my mouth, and let me bear 

Gladly the warm truth everywhere; 

Open my heart, and let me prepare 

Love with Thy children thus to share. 

 

Silently now I wait for Thee, 

Ready, my God, Thy will to see; 

Open my heart, illumine me, 

Spirit divine! 

 

 

 



CALL TO WORSHIP 
~ written by Joanna Harader and posted on Spacious Faith, https://spaciousfaith.com/ 
 

Jesus comes along side us and calls us by name:  

“[say your own name], follow me.”  

A simple call. A hard call.  

Because following requires leaving.  

And we look around to see who else Jesus could be talking to.  

And we look around to see the trappings of the life we know.  

It’s hard to leave our nets and walk away from the lake. But we have come this far, to this 

place, where we can listen and be transformed. 
 

SCRIPTURE READING John 1:43 – 51 
 

TIME WITH CHILDREN “Keys” to Discipleship 

 Today’s Key: Truth 
 

MESSAGE FOLLOW ME: 

 ANYTHING GOOD Rev. Mary Ka Kanahan 
 

CALL TO GENEROSITY 
 

Holy God, like the first disciples, we have heard the call to follow Jesus! Yet too often, we 

have failed to introduce him to others, not willing to take the risks that go with true 

discipleship. As we bring our tithes and offerings to you this day, make us bold in 

following. May we give more readily, love more deeply, show mercy and compassion more 

extravagantly, and seek justice for others courageously. Help us to walk in the steps of the 

one we follow. In Christ’s holy name, we pray. Amen.  
 

OFFERTORY SONG OF REFLECTION  Precious Lord 
 (Aeolians of Oakwood University; arr. by Arnold Sevier; video) 
 

Precious Lord, take my hand 

Lead me on, let me stand 

I am tired, I am weak, I am worn 

Through the storm, through the night 

Lead me on to the light 

Take my hand, Lord, and lead me home 
 

When my way grows drear 

Precious Lord linger near 

When my life is almost gone 

At the river, Lord, I stand 

Guide my feet, and hold my hand 

Take my hand, Lord, and lead me home 
 

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 

Karol Hess (transfer), Tony Powell (associate) 
 

The pastor addresses the congregation, and the congregation responds: 
 

Do you, as Christ’s body, the Church, reaffirm both your rejection of sin and your 

commitment to Christ?  

We do.  

Will you nurture one another in the Christian faith and life and include these persons now 

before you in your care? 



With God’s help we will proclaim the good news and live according to the example of 

Christ. We will surround these persons with a community of love and forgiveness, 

that they may grow in their trust of God, and be found faithful in their service to 

others. We will pray for them, that they may be true disciples who walk in the way 

that leads to life.  
 

RECEPTION INTO THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH AND PC(USA) 
 

RECEPTION INTO THE LOCAL CONGREGATION OF ST. JOHN UNITED CHURCH 
 

COMMENDATION AND WELCOME 
 

Members of the household of God, I commend these persons to your love and care. Do all 

in your power to increase their faith, confirm their hope, and perfect them in love. 
 

The congregation responds: 

 

We give thanks for all that God has already given you and we welcome you in 

Christian love. As members together with you in the body of Christ and in this 

congregation of The United Methodist Church, we renew our covenant faithfully to 

participate in the ministries of the Church by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our 

service, and our witness that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. 
 

CLOSING SONG We Shall Overcome 
 (New York Philharmonic; arr. By Jordan Millar; video; [CC]) 
 

BENEDICTION/BLESSING 
 

Go now. Listen for the voice of the Lord and follow wherever it leads. Do not be 

dominated by anything. Allow no room within yourselves for deceit, but offer yourselves 

as a temple for the Holy Spirit. 
 

And may God be with you and speak through you; 

May Christ Jesus be one with you and raise you to life; 

And may the Holy Spirit dwell within you and make you holy. 
 

We go in peace to love and serve the Lord, 

........In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 
 
 

 

Readings are NRSV unless otherwise noted. CEB=Common English Bible; CEV=Contemporary English Version; 

KJV=King James Version; MSG=The Message; NIV=New International Version; NLT=New Living Translation; 

TIB=The Inclusive Bible 

 
 

John 1:43-51 
 

1:43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 
 
1:44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 
 
1:45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the 
law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” 



 
1:46 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, 
“Come and see.” 
 
1:47 When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in 
whom there is no deceit!” 
 
1:48 Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under 
the fig tree before Philip called you.” 
 
1:49 Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 
 
1:50 Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You 
will see greater things than these.” 
 
1:51 And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of 
God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.” 
 

 

 

 

 


