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 WE GATHER IN GOD’S NAME  
 

WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE God Will Make a Way  Patricia Hammer 
  (pre-recorded) 
 

OPENING SONG Lift High the Cross 
 (various choirs; video; [CC]) 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP   
 

O God of all ages and all generations, we come to worship you. 

Women, men, youth, and children bow before you, the only wise God. 

Our foreparents led the way for spiritual awareness and growth. 

We try to follow in their footsteps recognizing you as God of all. 

As we worship you, all your attributes of glory, mercy, and love show forth. 

We humble ourselves in your holy presence, because you are awesome. Holy, holy, 

holy is the name of the Lord.  
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 

On this place, O God, I bring all that I am. With humility, I acknowledge the me who 

is gentle and kind, slow to anger, and easy to please. With honesty, I admit to the me 

who is short-tempered and defensive, wanting my own way, and difficult to please. 

With true self-reflection, I recognize the me who was not Jesus for my neighbor, 

refused to be who You made me to be, and ignored Your call to act. For these things 

and in all the ways I fall short, I am truly sorry. Say the Word, Lord, and your grace 

and mercy will wash me clean. With Your help, I will choose to have the heart of 

Jesus and be his hands and feet in my family, my community, and in my world. Amen. 
 

(a time of silence) 
 

Hear the Good News! Jesus, who knows you and loves you, forgives all your short-

comings and embraces you. 
 

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING Exodus 3:7 – 10 
 

 

 

 

 

 



ANTHEM The Heavens are Telling the Glory of God 
 (All Saints Cathedral Choir, Nairobi; video) 
 

The heavens are telling the glory of God, 

The wonder of His work displays the firmament. 

In all the lands resounds the word. 

Never perceived, ever understood, 

ever, ever, ever understood. 
 

The heavens are telling the glory of God, 

The wonder of His work, 

The wonder of His work displays the firmament. 
 

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING John 11:20 – 29 
 

TIME WITH CHILDREN Emoji Face with Hearts 
 

MESSAGE “THE SORROWFUL JOURNEY” Rev. Mary Ka Kanahan 
 

CALL TO GENEROSITY 
 

God of holiness and grace, we know the words of your wise commands. In our hearts, we 

know that following your wisdom makes life easier, not harder; fuller, not more restricted. 

We know there is no God greater than you, yet we have made the silliest things our gods 

and have thrown our money and resources after them. As we offer our gifts this day, we are 

reminded that only you have given the gift of a savior and the redemption of our lives. In 

Christ’s name, we trust and pray. Amen.  
 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

In the beginning, God brought light and form to the void, and separated the water into earth 

and sky. Divine life was breathed into plants and creatures; Man and Woman received 

God’s touch and love was born between the Holy One and humans, in The Garden of joy 

and delight. 
 

But humans turned away from God and decided to follow their own hearts. The freedom to 

choose became a path for all of humankind. Humans continued seeking their own 

happiness and pleasure, while ignoring the desires of God. Despite all of God’s attempts to 

save humanity from themselves, peace and harmony seemed out of reach for God’s people. 
 

Never giving up, God became human. Born into humble beginnings, God, through Jesus,  

experienced the fullness of earthly life. He told stories of compassion, forgiveness, and 

justice; he loved his enemies, ate with sinners, healed minds, bodies, and souls, and gave 

completely of himself to all who believed in him. And so, with your people on earth and all 

the company of heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 



Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.  
 

Humans continued to doubt the voice of God. Even Jesus’ closest friends put in motion 

events that would end the life of this man of God. On the night he was betrayed, Jesus gave 

his disciples, and all who followed, a gift: a celebration of remembrance, a way of 

experiencing Jesus in the here and now. 
 

At their meal, Jesus took bread, and he broke it, just as his body would be broken, and he 

gave it to his friends, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this 

in remembrance of me.” 
 

Then he took the cup, full of the juice of the vine, saying, “Drink from this, all of you; this 

is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of 

sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

And now, we offer ourselves as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ, as we 

proclaim the mystery of faith. 
 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 

Through the mystery of faith, we eat this bread and drink this juice, to be one with Christ, 

one with each other and one in ministry to the world until Christ comes in final victory and 

we feast at his heavenly banquet. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Breaking of the Bread and Sharing of the Cup 
 

Even when we are not in one place, may we find in this bread, our oneness in Your 

wholeness. May we find in this cup Your joy. Amen. 
 

CLOSING SONG Every Time I Feel the Spirit 
 (cantoral; video; [CC]) 
 

BENEDICTION/BLESSING 
 

Thank you, gracious God, for the space to be honest with you today. To you all hearts are 

open, from you no secrets are hidden, so may we continue to talk openly with you as we go 

from this place. Make us a people who listen to others, sharing their sorrows, and spreading 

your comfort. In the power of your Spirit, Amen.   

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Readings are NRSV unless otherwise noted. CEB=Common English Bible; CEV=Contemporary English Version; 

KJV=King James Version; MSG=The Message; NIV=New International Version; NLT=New Living Translation; 

TIB=The Inclusive Bible 

 
 

 

 

 



Exodus 3:7 – 10 
 

3 7 Then the LORD said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard 

their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, 8 and I have come down 

to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad 

land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the 

Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9 The cry of the Israelites has now come 

to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. 10 So come, I will send you to Pharaoh 

to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” 

 

John 11:20 – 29 
 
20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at 

home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 

died. 22 But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 23 Jesus said to 

her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the 

resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who 

believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me will 

never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the 

Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 

 
28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The 

Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to 

him. 

 
32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if 

you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the 

Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34 He 

said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus began to 

weep. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 

 

 

 

 


