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 WE GATHER IN GOD’S NAME  
 

PRELUDE   Ingrid Sampson 

  (pre-recorded) 
 

OPENING SONGS “O Happy Day” 
 by Philip Doddridge, Crystal Lewis, and Edward F. Rimbault 

 (Denver Church of Christ; video; [CC]) 
 

WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

CALL TO WORSHIP   
 

We are here 

in the name of Jesus Christ, 

to worship the God who gave us life and who sustains our every breath, 

and to praise the Spirit who enlivens our hearts and enlightens our minds. 
 

Great is our God and deserves our greatest praise, 

God is awesome beyond all our imagining. 

Each generation shall pass on the good news to the next, 

and shall publicly celebrate God’s saving actions. 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
 

We have come to worship You — 

to praise Your name, to proclaim Your power and glory,  

to re-tell the stories of Your goodness, to sing of Your righteousness,  

to remember Your mercy and compassionate love — 

to once again affirm that You are our God, and that we are Your people. 
 

Through the power of Your Holy Spirit and the intercession of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

open our eyes to Your presence among us. Open our hearts and minds to hear Your voice,  

to recognize Your call, and to faithfully follow where You lead. 
 

To You alone, Sovereign Lord, belongs all glory and honour and praise, now and to the end 

of time. Amen. 
 

READING Matthew 20:1 – 16  
 

TIME WITH CHILDREN “Love is a Circle” Ingrid Sampson 
 

MESSAGE “WHAT’S FAIR GOT TO DO WITH IT?” Rev. Mary Ka Kanahan 



 

CALL TO GENEROSITY 
 

Whatever our struggles, whatever our miracles, whatever our burdens, whatever our fruitful 

labor, we are thankful for the blessings from God and from God's good creation. As signs 

of that gratitude, let us offer now our tithes and gifts. 
 

God of abundance, receive these gifts with thanks from your people, we pray. May they 

and we help your love and grace flow like rivers in deserts of need. Amen. 
 

OFFERTORY SONG OF REFLECTION  “10,000 Reasons” 
 (Baptist Center Church Virtual Choir; video; [CC]) 
 

CLOSING SONG  “Ain’t No Rock” 
 (Southern African Churches of Christ; video; [CC]) 
 

BENEDICTION/BLESSING 
 

Go out from here as workers in God’s upside-down kingdom, where the last are first and 

the first are last, where needs are met in miraculous ways, and there is grace enough for all! 
 

And may the blessing of God, the love of Jesus Christ, and the presence of the Holy Spirit  

surround you and sustain you in the coming days. Amen. 

  

 
 

 

Readings are NRSV unless otherwise noted. CEB=Common English Bible; CEV=Contemporary English Version; 

KJV=King James Version; MSG=The Message; NIV=New International Version; NLT=New Living Translation; 

TIB=The Inclusive Bible 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Matthew 20:1-16 

 

20“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the 

morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers 

for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 3When he went out 

about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; 4and he 

said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is 

right.’ So they went. 5When he went out again about noon and about three 

o’clock, he did the same. 6And about five o’clock he went out and found 

others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here 

idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to 

them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8When evening came, the owner of the 

vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, 

beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ 9When those hired about 

five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. 10Now when 

the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also 

received the usual daily wage. 11And when they received it, they grumbled 

against the landowner, 12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you 

have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the 

scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no 

wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? 14Take what 

belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to 

you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or 

are you envious because I am generous?’ 16So the last will be first, and the 

first will be last.” 

 
 
 


